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The consuls led their main force to join the troops left with Scipib; one
army of reserve, under the proprietor Cn. Fulvius, was stationed in the
Faliscan; another, under the proprietor L. Postumius, in the Vatican dis-
trict. But the Gauls, pouring in by the pass of Ciimerinum, had annihilated
a Roman legion left to defend it; their numerous cavalry spread over Umbria
and got between Scipio and Rome ; and as they rode up to the consular
army, the heads of the slain Romans which they carried on spears and hung
at their horses' breasts, made the Romans believe that Scipio's whole army
had been destroyed. A junction however was formed with him, and the
proconsul L. Volumnius, who commanded in Samnium, was directed to lead
his legions to reinforce those of the consuls. The three united armies then
crossed the Apennines, and took a position hi the Sentine country to menace
the possessions of the Senonian Gauls; and the two armies of reserve ad-
vanced in proportion, the one to Clusium, the other to the Faliscan country.
The confederates came and encamped before the Romans ; but they avoided
an action, probably waiting for reinforcements. The consuls, learning by
deserters that the plan of the enemy was for the Gauls and Samnites to give
them battle, and the Etruscans and Umbrians to fall on their camp during
the action, sent orders to Fulvius to ravage Etruria: this called a large part
of the Etruscans home, and the consuls endeavoured to bring on an engage-
ment during their absence. For two entire days they sought in vain to draw
the confederates to the field; on the third their challenge was accepted.
Fabius commanded on the right, opposed to the Samnites and the re-
maining Etruscans and Umbrians; Decius led the left wing against the
Gauls. Ere the fight began, a wolf chased a hind from the mountains down
between the two armies; the hind sought refuge among the Gauls, by whom
slie was killed; the wolf ran among the Romans, who made way for him to
pass; and this appearance of the favourite of Mars was regarded as an omen
of victory.
In the hope of tiring the Samnites, Fabius made his men act rather on tlie
defensive, and he refrained from bringing his reserve into action. Decius,
on the other hand, knowing how impetuous the first attack of the Gauls
always was, resolved not to await it; he therefore charged with both foot and
horse, and twice drove back the numerous Gallic cavalry; but when his
horse charged a third time, the Gauls sent forward their war-chariots, which
spread confusion and dismay among them ; they fled back among their infan-
try ; the victorious Gauls followed hard upon them. The battle, and with it
possibly the hopes of Rome, was on the point of being lost, when Decius, who
had resolved, if defeat impended, to devote himself like his father at Vesuvius,
desired the pontiff M. Livius, whom he had kept near him for the purpose, to
repeat the form of devotion; then adding to it these words, " I drive before
me dismay and flight, slaughter and blood, the anger of the powers above and
below; with funereal terrors I touch the arms, weapons, and ensigns of the
foe; the same place shall be that of my end and of the Gauls and Samnites," he
spurred his horse, rushed into the thick of the enemies, and foil covered with
wounds.
The pontiff to whom. Decius had given his lictors, encouraged the
Romans; a part of Fabius* reserve came to their support: the Gauls stood
in a dense mass covered with their shields 5 the Romans, collecting the pila
that lay on the ground, hurled them on them; but the Gauls stood unmoved,
till Fabius, who by bringing forward his reserve, and causing his cavalry to fall
on their flank, had driven the Samnites to their camp, sent five hundred of
the Campanian horse, followed by the principes of the third legion, to attack